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to advance dental science so as to contribute to the improve-
ment of dental care for the nation.
The Japanese Association for Dental Science has taken a
focused and intensive approach to carrying out initiatives
with a view to developing the future of dental care based on
the power of dental science.
One such initiative is providing an academic basis for
dental care. In reforms to the health-care system in 2006,
the government set out to promote academic-based dental
care. The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare thus desig-
nated the Japanese Association for Dental Science as an
organization providing an academic basis for social insur-
ance-covered dental care.
As part of this, the Central Social Insurance Medical
Council has requested the Japanese Association for Dental
Science to conduct a biennial survey for the assessment and
re-assessment of dental care technologies ahead of medical
treatment fee revisions. Intrinsic to these surveys are such
academically based components as dental care guidelines,
project research, and time studies. One of our challenges
going forward will be further enhancement of the framework
for facilitating academic-based dentistry, which involves
raising the standards for appropriate and rational cost cal-
culations for health insurance dental treatment to the level
of those of the Social Insurance Committee of Surgery Society
(Gaihoren).
Our next priority plan is the promotion of innovation in
dental care technology. We created the Vision for the
Dental Equipment Industry in 2007 and revised it in 2012,
which has enabled the Japanese Association for Dental
Science’s participation in the government’s policymaking
for the Japanese medical equipment industry. Meanwhile,
the spread of home dental care is a pressing issue for
Japan’s aging society. We began addressing this issue two
years ago when we set up a subcommittee of the Japanese
Association for Dental Science Council for the Promotion of
Dental Technology Innovations and launched a research and
development group consisting of researchers from univer-
sities and companies to enhance the development of instru-
ments and materials for home dental care. This year,
FY2012, we received a three-year budget of 180 million
yen for a Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry project to
enhance the development of medical devices for business1882-7616/$ — see front matter # 2013 Published by Elsevier Ltd on be
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jdsr.2012.11.004solutions, which will further the development of home
dental care equipment.
This project is significant in that it serves as a model for
the advancement of dental science in Japan. It involves
collaboration between three organizations: the Japanese
Association for Dental Science and the Japan Dental Trade
Association, for the development and enhancement of equip-
ment, and the Japan Dental Association for the promotion of
educational activities at dental clinics. It is important that
the Japanese Association for Dental Science maintain this
system for collaboration between clinics, academia, and
industry and continue working to obtain further outside
funding.
The third priority plan is for academic organization
reform. The Japan Dental Association will become a new
corporation in FY2013. With this, the status of the Japanese
Association for Dental Science will be called to question.
Finances will be an important factor, but most important will
be of the Japanese Association for Dental Science’s stance.
The Japanese Association for Dental Science must first of all
maintain its academic neutrality if it is to maintain the
nation’s confidence, and a strong relationship between the
Japanese Association for Dental Science and the Japan Den-
tal Association is an essential. The Japan Dental Association
and Japanese Association for Dental Science have a relation-
ship of mutual understanding, trust, and cooperation, and
one which we are working to further strengthen. The next
challenge will be the further building of collaborative rela-
tionships with Dental Division of the Science Council of
Japan, the Japanese Association for Dental Research, and
the Dental Insurance Society, with the aim of building a
nationwide dental science system.
Finances are another issue, the exact current state of
which we are closely examining. The Japanese Association
for Dental Science developed as a volunteer project from
what had been a study group and its various subcommittees
established. In consideration of the unpaid work our founders
put into what has become the Japanese Association for
Dental Science of today, efforts must be made to reduce
expenses as much as possible, and we should prepare our-
selves to operate as an academic society that aims for only
what it is capable of.
In conclusion, like the Japanese Association of Medical
Sciences and Pharmaceutical Society of Japan, the Japanesehalf of Japanese Association for Dental Science.
2 ForewordAssociation for Dental Science brings together its various
subcommittees from an academic perspective. Our presence
as an organization is necessary for the nation to gain a proper
awareness of dental science.
In order to overcome the difficulties that the dental field is
currently facing in Japan and abroad and enter a new era, we
must further enhance the solidarity, dynamism, and coop-
erative ties of the Japanese Association for Dental Science.The Japanese Dental Science Review thus serves to com-
municate the results of such activities to the rest of the
world: a role that can only grow in significance.
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